The Parish
Family of

Saint Brigid

"I would like an abundance of peace. I would like full vessels
of charity. I would like rich treasures of mercy. I would like
cheerfulness to preside over all."...Saint Brigid

December 17, 2017 - Third Sunday in Advent

We gather to celebrate the Eucharist

Saturday:
Sunday:

Monday
through
Friday

8am Church (weekday Mass)
5pm Church (English)
7pm Church (Spanish)
7am Church (English)
8:30am Church (Italian)
9:15am Chapel (English)
10am Church (English) Family Mass
10:45am Chapel (Spanish)
11:30am English (Church) Choir
12:15 pm Chapel (Spanish)
2:30pm Church (Kreyol)
6pm Chapel (English) Rock Mass

7am Church
9am Church
12:10pm Church

Celebration of Reconciliation

Saturday:

4pm - 4:45pm (English)
6:15pm - 7pm (Spanish)
Monday through Friday following the 12:10 Mass
(except on certain holidays and holydays)

Other Prayer Opportunities

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament
Monday thru Thursdays 12:40 - 5pm

Charismatic Prayer Meeting
Tuesday 8pm Chapel (Spanish)
Second Saturday 8:30pm Church (Kreyol)
Jesus Night: First Friday of every month
7:30pm (October through June)

Recitation of the Rosary: After each of the weekday
Masses

Welcome to our Parish Family
Church Address:

75 Post Avenue, Westbury NY 11590

School Chapel Address

101 Maple Avenue, Westbury
Phone:
516-334-0021
Fax: 516-334-0082
E-mail: parish1@saintbrigid.net
Parish webpage: www.saintbrigid.net

Church Hours:

Monday through Friday: 6:30am through 9pm
Saturday: 7:30am through 9pm
Sunday: 6:30am - 5pm

Parish Center Hours

Monday through Thursday 9:30 am - 9:00 pm
Friday 9:30 am - 5:00 pm
Saturday 9:00 am - 3:00 pm
Sunday 9:00 am - 12:00 pm

The Father Schaefer Parish Center is located
at 75 Post Avenue, directly across the street
from the Church.
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life at

Brigid’
Saint Brigid

Sacramental Life of our Parish

Baptism for children (under the age of 7) is celebrated in
English on the first three Sundays at 1 pm; in Spanish on
the last Sunday of the month at 1 pm; in Kreyol on the 3rd
Saturday at 1 pm. Parents attend a preparation session on
the first Monday of the month from 8 to 9:30 pm in the
church. Please call the Parish Center (334-0021) to make
arrangements to speak to one of our priests or deacons
about your child’s upcoming baptism.

Celebration of Marriage
Please call the Parish Center (334-0021) at least six
months in advance to make arrangements for an interview
with one of our parish deacons or priests who will meet
with the engaged couple, set the time and date of the
wedding, and make arrangements for our parish marriage
preparation program.

Rite of Christian Initiation
Adults who have never been baptized are prepared for the
reception of the sacraments of initiation (Baptism,
Eucharist and Confirmation) through the RCIA process.
Other adults may have already been baptized, but are
seeking to receive Eucharist and/or Confirmation. Those
interested in knowing more about the process of becoming
a full member of the Catholic Church are invited to call
Sister Ann Horn at 516-333-9434. Parents who have
school-aged children who have never been baptized are
also invited to speak to Sister Ann about their process of
preparation for these sacraments.

Sacraments of School Age Children
Our parish religious education program prepares children
for the celebration of the sacraments of Eucharist,
Reconciliation, and Confirmaton. The norm is that
children receive a two-year preparation for Reconciliation
and Eucharist (normally celebrated in the second grade)
and a two-year preparation program for Confirmation
(normally celebrated in the eighth grade). Our religious
education program deepens the experience of faith and religious formation in the years betweeen the celebrations
of these sacraments.
Parents who have children older than first grade and are
seeking to have them receive the sacraments of Eucharist
(First Communion), Reconciliation or Confirmation are
asked to call the Religious Education office.

Communion to the Sick and Homebound
Anyone who is not able to attend Mass because of frailty,
chronic or temporary illness, or admission to hospice can
have Holy Communion brought to them at home on a
regular basis. Please call the parish office to make
arrangements for a lay minister to bring holy communion.

Care for those in need. . .

Parish Outreach Program
Our parish outreach program, located in the Father Schaefer
Parish Center, provides a range of social services for people
of the local community. Joan Echausse, director of Parish
Outreach, is assisted by coordinators Lupe Ramirez and
Barbara Powell. Parish Outreach operates Monday to Friday
between 10 am and 3 pm. 516-334-0021, ext. 361.

Casa Mary Johanna, also located in the Father Schaefer
Parish Center provides services and counseling. Yanira
Chacon is the coordinator of Casa Mary Johanna and can be
reached at 516-334-0021 ext 362

Our Parish Outreach Food Pantry is located in the
basement of the rectory residence (50 Post Avenue). Hours of
operation are: Monday (6pm - 8pm), Tuesday (10:30 am - 12
pm &
1 pm - 3 pm), Wednesday (10:30 am - 12 pm & 1 pm - 3 pm),
Thursday (10:30 am - 12 pm & 6 pm - 8 pm), Friday (10:30
am - 12 pm & 1 pm - 3 pm). Ximena Aravena (516-334-0021
(ext 327) is the coordinator of our food pantry.

St. Brigid’s Attic Thrift Shop accepts/sells good, used
clothing, household articles and bric-a-brac at
affordable prices. Millie Lopez coordinates the Thrift Shop
at 178 Post Ave (876-0252). We're open Monday thru
Saturday from 10 am to 3 pm.

Ministry to the Bereaved
We reach out to those who have suffered the death of a loved
one. Rosemary Fischer coordinates our Bereavement
Ministry throughout the year. We also offer occasional
Bereavement Workshops with Dr. Lou Sabatini. Call 3340021 ext 333 for details.

Parish Regional School

Saint Brigid/Our Lady of Hope Regional School offers an
excellent education in the spirit of the Gospel for children
from Nursery to 8th Grade. Students are prepared for the
Sacraments of Penance, First Eucharist, and Confirmation.
Liturgies and Prayer Services are celebrated throughout the
school year. Programs are offered for a wide range of
student needs and interests. Academic Intervention Services
are offered as well as Academies of Inquiry and School-wide
Enrichment Clusters. To arrange a visit, please call the
school office at 333-0580. Mr. Paul Clagnaz is the Principal.
Father Tony Stanganelli and Father Tom Arnao are
co-pastors. Visit our Website at www.stbolh.org.

Special phone line for reporting allegations of sexual abuse by
church personnel and volunteers: (516) 594-9063
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Directory of the Pastoral Staff

PARISH CLERGY 516-334-0021

Father Anthony Stanganelli, pastor
e-mail: FatherTony@saintbrigid.net
Father Rony Fabien, associate pastor
e-mail: fatherrony@saintbrigid.net

Rev. Romulo C. Gomez, associate pastor
e-mail: fatherromulo@saintbrigid.net

Father Nesly Jean-Jacques SMM, associate pastor
Monsignor John Martin, in residence
e-mail: msgrjohn@saintbrigid.net
Deacon Darrell Buono
e-mail: deacondarrell@saintbrigid.net
Deacon Jim Morris

Deacon Frank Pesce
e-mail: deaconfrank@saintbrigid.net

Deacon Manuel J. Ramos
e-mail: rmanuelj@aol.com

FAITH FORMATION 516-334-0021 ext 352

e-mail: reled@saintbrigid.net
FAX # 516- 333-9438
Sister Ann Horn OP 334-0021 ext. 353
Pastoral Associate of Faith Formation
e-mail: sisterann@saintbrigid.net
Socorro Moreno 334-0021 ext. 355
Director of Religious Education
e-mail: socorro@saintbrigid.net
Vince Buzzeo 334-0021 ext. 356
Coordinator of Youth Ministry
e-mail: youth@saintbrigid.net

Paul Clagnaz 333-0580
Principal of Saint Brigid/Our Lady of Hope School
e-mail: pclagnaz@stbolh.org

PARISH ADMINISTRATION 516-334-0021
Robert Cammarata 334-0021 ext. 336
Pastoral Associate for Administration
e-mail: robc@saintbrigid.net
Maria Pineiro 334-0021 ext. 333
Office Manager
e-mail: maria@saintbrigid.net
Alex Cipollone -334-0021 ext. 336
Business Office Assistant
e-mail: alex@saintbrigid.net
Chris Tomitz - 334-0021 ext. 301
Business Office Assistant
e-mail: christ@saintbrigid.net
Carol Beck - ext. 351
Business Office Assistant

PARISH OUTREACH 516-334-0021

Joan Echausse, Pastoral Associate for Parish Outreach
ext.308
e-mail: outreach@saintbrigid.net
Yanira Chacon-Lopez ext. 362
Casa Mary Johanna
e-mail: yanira@saintbrigid.net
Ximena Aravena, Saint Brigid’s Food Pantry - ext. 327
e-mail: outreach@saintbrigid.net
Barbara Powell, Saint Brigid’s Well - ext. 361
e-mail: barbarap@saintbrigid.net
Lupe Ramirez, Saint Brigid’s Well - ext. 361
e-mail: luper@saintbrigid.net

HAITIAN APOSTOLATE 516-334-0021
Sister Cecilia FDM ext 357

MUSIC MINISTRY: 516-334-0021 ext 311
Susan Porteus Director of Music
e-mail: music@saintbrigid.net

SUPPORTING STAFF

Receptionists 334-0021– ext.300
Sylvia Almonte • Kris Marasca
Carla Escobar • Sabrina Rodriguez
Maria Cipollone • Gloria Wilson
Religious Education Office 334-0021 ext. 352
Barbara Budion and Rosemary Moreno
e-mail: reled@saintbrigid.net
School Office: 333-0580
Terri Ruggiero
e-mail: truggiero@stbolh.org

Weekend Church Sacristans
Tereso Reyes
Matthew Buono
Kent Evans
Amanda Majano-Rodriguez
Claire Bua
Project Manager
Andy Murano 334-0021 ext. 305
e-mail: andym@saintbrigid.net
Church Custodian - 334-0021
Roberto Fernandez
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Parish Ministries Coordinators

Altar Servers 334-0021

Bereavement 334-0021
Rosemary Fischer
Choir (Adult English) 334-0021 ext.311
Susan Porteus
Choir (10am - Youth) 334-0021 ext 311
Laura Naughton
Choir (Italian) 334-0021 ext. 311
Susan Porteus
Choir (Spanish 10:45) 334-0021
Guillermo Roman
Choir (Spanish Sat 7 pm)
Omar Chirinos 997-9054
Choir (Haitian) 334-0021
Yolette Solnave
CYO Sports
Gerard Gordon - 338-6640: gjgordon07@msn.com
Decorating Team
Lorraine Sherman - 333-6511
Eucharistic Ministers
Anna Moruzzi - 997-6860
Family Mass Committee
Deacon Darrell Buono - 516-334-0021 ext. 390
Folk Group (9:15am Mass)
Susan Porteus 334-0021
FOCCUS Inventory:
Sophie & Michael Mundy - 516-605-0152
Finance Council 334-0021 ext. 336
Matthew Cahill
Garden Club
Sheila Leonard
Senior Connections 334-0021
Barbara Fleming
Lectors
Katie Sheehan - 794-6388
Junior Lectors
Deacon Darrell Buono

Ministry of Consolation - 334-0021
Walter Wilczek
Ministry of Winter Grace 334-0021
Sister Julie Thompson
Ministry to Catholics of African Ancestry -334-0021
Charles Givens - caa@saintbrigid.net
Pastoral Council 334-0021
Father Anthony Stanganelli
Pastoral Formation Institute Parish Representatives:
Carleen Barten 640-5735
Pre-Cana Program:
Deacon Darrell & Diane Buono
Thinking of Becoming a Catholic?
Sr. Ann Horn, OP - 333-9434
Respect Life
Michael Posillico 626-8946
Rock Band 334-0021
Elissa Hanson
Rock Mass - 334-4755
Denise Pratesi & Chuck Cutolo: email: chukcutolo@aol.com
Rosary Altar Society 334-0021
Annette McGrath
Scouts (Boy Scouts/Cub scouts) Troop 469
Scoutmaster: Dan Gregory compassvi@verizon.net
Girl Scouts
Harriet Gibaldi - 741-2550
Spiritual Direction 334-0021
Deacon Jim Morris
Ushers 334-0021
Charles Givens
ST. BRIGID
OUR LADY OF HOPE SCHOOL
Parent Association - (516) 621-1735
Mary Katz - pa@stbolh.org
School Board 333-0580
Lisa Kumbatovic - pa@stbolh.org

Organizations in Our Community
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Alcoholics Anonymous
292-3040
Ancient Order of Hibernians
Mary Hickey - 333-8594
Birthright
Emergency Hotline:1-800-550- 4900
Cursillo/Ultrea
Carleen Barten - 640-5735
Donatello Lodge #2559, Sons of Italy
Rae Lanzilotta - 334-0830
Durazzano Society
Domenick Mauro - President - 516-946-0576
Knights of Columbus (516) 334-2013
Thomas J. Callan, Grand Knight www.kofc1012.org

Maria SS Dell'Assunta Society
Glen Ullo - 516-790-1811
Marriage Encounter
Maureen & Rick Tufano - 747-3282
Prison Families Anonymous
Kent Evans - 732-3018
Retrouvaille (Marriage Support)
John & Linda Pisano - 334-0178
Saint Anthony Society
Phyllis Caggiano - 796-2928
Veterans of Foreign War
Westbury Senior Citizens
Maureen Droge - 334-5886
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Upcoming Events

A Special Thank You!

During the renovation of St. Anthony Hall, we’ve
been blessed with some very generous local
businesses donating services and equipment. This
has saved the parish thousands of dollars.

In a very special way, we thank parishioner Craig
Addeo from Ridgewood Office Products Center,
Joe Stasi from Stasi Brothers Asphalt, Matt
Cavallaro from their Construction Division, and
the Fazzini and Core families from Jamaica Ash.

All have gone (and continue to help us) above and
beyond anything we could have imagined. We are
very grateful!
THANK YOU!

St. Brigid’s Pot O’ Gold Super Bonanza Raffle

Several weeks ago, everyone on our parish mailing list
was sent all the info and entry tickets for this amazing
daily Raffle at St. Brigid’s!

There’s still time to submit your entries and have the
opportunity to win each and every day from Jan. 1, 2018
to Dec. 31, 2018.
PRIZES
Daily ......................................................
Last Day of the Month .........................
St. Brigid’s Day - February 1 ..............
Feast of Pentecost - May 20 ................
Labor Day - September 3 ....................
Christmas Day - December 25 ............

$ 30
$ 100
$ 500
$ 500
$ 500
$ 500

You can win 365 times!
Winners will be posted in the parish bulletin.
If you need another set of tickets, please contact the
Parish Center at 334-0021 x 336

For the Haitian Community

Kreyol
Nou kontan anonse nou, gen yon sesyon sou
SEKRE MARIAJ la ki pral fet nan Vandredi 12,
Samdi 13 ak Dimanch 14 Janvye 2018 nan Lekol
Saint Brigid lan avek M. Jean Marie CAIDOR
ak madan m li Mme Marie Carole A. CAIDOR
sou tèm FANMY SE YON KONSTRUKSYON.
Sesyon saa, se pou moun ki mariye deja, moun
ki pral maryé, moun kap viv ansanm déjà, men
ki poko marie, ki vlé réfléchi kijan pou yo viv
pi byen ansanm. Nou kontan envite tou, Pè,
Mè, Frè, ki vlé édé fanmy yo sou chemen maryaj
la. Nou konte sou prezans nou.

Pray For World Peace

World Peace Rosary at St. Brigid Church.
Rosary on Monday nights at 8:00 pm. Mass at
8:30 pm on Monday, November 27th. Please
come and pray for World Peace.
Shalom Pax Pace Mir Peace

French
Nous avons le plaisir de vous annoncer une session sur le SECRET DU MARIAGE qui se ferra
le Vendredi 12, Samedi 13, et le Dimanche 14
Janvier 2018 à l'Ecole Saint Brigid avec le Couple Jean Marie CAIDOR et Marie Carole A.
CAIDOR sur le theme : LA FAMILLE EST UNE
CONSTRUCTION. Cette session est pour les
couples mariés, ceux qui vont se marier, les personnes qui vivent en commun mais ne se sont pas
encore mariés et veulent réfléchir sur comment
bien vivre ensemble. Les prêtres, religieux et religieuses qui veulent aider les familles sont aussi
les bienvenus. Nous comptons sur votre
prèsence.

3

...faithfully and joyfully serving Breezy Hill, Carle Place, East Meadow, New Cassel, Salisbury, South Westbury, Old Westbury and Westbury since 1850.

We pray for those who are sick. . .

Michele Wesch
Patrick Tuttle
Jamie Jerabeck
Richard Haemmerle
Santine Haemmerle
Cassidy Hogan
Bernice Campbell
Maribel Chery
Cynthia Giordano
Patricia Bertorelli
Alfred Moline
Amanda Dennis
Kathleen Roland
Michael Caplice
Rose Cangialosi
Evelyn Whittington
Giuseppe Sposito
Francesca Posillico
Mary Echausse Krupa
Baby Davis McLarnon

Sean Pokress
Dorothy Holmes
Diane Healy Maguire
Josephine Regan
John Molloy
John P. O’Donnell
Christopher Hoffer
Baby Sophia Ellis
Maureen Kane
Margaret Bradshaw
Sarah Savarese
Jane Carr
Leo Borgiorno
John Wargo
Barbara Athanas
JoAnn Demasso
Anita Peduto
Ann Benedict
Rose Kaluka
Emilio Gonzalez

Cami Blansfield
Alice Jean Winterhalter
James Fox
JoAnn Guilford
Sheila Leonard
Julie Knight
Mary Murphy
Anthony D’Arienzo
Michelle Impasato
Denise Pratesi
Kwame Toshambe
Carol M. Callahan
Myrtha Larochelle
Angelica Alba Monto
Emilia Chiamenti
Diane Fuller-Lamparter
Michael Pereia
Catherine Dillon
Carmela Deitz
George Davis

Joan Echausse
Jessie Herrmann
Christine Clancy
Millie Torchia
Donna Chiapetta
Jack Graham
Eileen Janec
Joan Young
Mark Curley
Kent Evans
Melinda Subido
Raymond Subido
Gordon Shaw
Frank Bernado
Linda Wargo
Wanda Insalata
Judy Rau
Joe Esposito
Sharon Faucett
Nancy Moruzzi

Due to space limitations, names placed on the sick list will remain for four weeks. Please
call the parish office to remove or add a loved one.

We pray for those who have died. . .

Albert Culen, Wanda Insalata, Mildred Till, Cecile Ostermann, and Peter Ruddy

We pray for those who serve in the military. . .
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Sgt. Jason Howland, National Guard Army
Sgt. Victor Raynoso, USMC
Lt. Col. Charles J. Tulaney, USMC
Sgt. Craig Clark, US Army
Adam C. Belding, SPC US Army in Korea
Andrew Lyons
Neil Falls Percifull, US Army
Mike Tarsa, LTC US Marine
James E. Geiselman, US Army in Afghanistan
Major James McLean
Chao Li, US Army
Staff Sgt. Christopher Schultz, US Army
2nd Lt. Kurth McDermott, USMC
Lawrence Marquez, US. Army
Staff Sgt. Edwin Philip Julean USMC in Afghanistan
Staff Sgt. Rodney Agustin, USMC
1st Lt. Brendan T. Echausse, US Army
Lt. Cody McDonald in Afghanistan
Christopher Counts, U.S. Marine in Afghanistan
Major Matthew Kessler, US Marine
Vladimir Julin, US Navy Petty Officer
SR Charles Zaino, USN
2nd Lt. Conor Simons, US Army
Hunter Margolnick, US Marine Corp

Rigoberto Castro, USMC
Master Sgt. Stephen Eagnelli, USAF
Thomas Ruse, LCpl, USMC
James Eugene, US Marine
Alvin Jordan
Jim Arbelaez, US Marine
Richard Bush, US Army
Steven Federlien, Navy Reservist
Christopher Ponsot
US Army Sergeant John Patrick Riffle
Johanna Romero, US Marine
Kenneth Furst, USMC
Sgt. Madzsima Nerestant, USMC
Master Sgt. Jill Agront
Lucky Isaac Jacques, USP US Army in Iraq
Corp. Jerry Kubis, US Marine
Sgt. Robert Thomas Ludwig, US Army
Sgt. 1st Class Sean Schenck, US Army in Germany
Jarrett Corbin, US Navy in Japan
Sr, Chief Brian Berretta, US Navy
Neale John Marquez, US Marine
Matthew Cote, US Marine
Nicholas Farino, US Army
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We Celebrate the Sacraments
December 18 thru 22, 2017

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday
7:00 am Mass
Anne Filardo

7:00 am Mass
DaCosta family

7:00 am Mass
Julie & Robert Agrillo

7:00 am Mass
Michael Porta III

9:00 am Mass
Paul H. Echausse

9:00 am Mass
Julia Branigan

9:00 am Mass
Theresa Stratthaus

12:10 pm Mass
Frances McKenna

12:10 pm Mass
Thomas F. Roache

9:00 am Mass
Ann & Patrick
Branigan

Reconciliation
follows 12:10 Mass

Reconciliation
follows 12:10 Mass

Saturday December 23rd

5:00 pm ..(English/Church)

7:00 pm...(Spanish/Church)

Sunday December 24th

7:00 am...(English/Church) .......
Priest: Fr. Tony
8:30 am...(Italian/Church)..........
Priest: Fr. Viladesau
9:15 am...(English/Chapel).........
Priest: Fr. Rony
10:00 am...(English/Church)......
Priest: Fr. Tony
10:45 am...(Spanish/Chapel).......
Priest: Fr. Romulo
11:30 am...(English/Church)........

12:10 pm Mass
12:10 pm Mass
Carmela & Aleissandro Jovencio Mercado
Cice
Reconciliation
follows 12:10 Mass

Reconciliation
follows 12:10 Mass

7:00 am Mass
Vincent Brennan

Saturday
8:00 am Mass
Novena Mass

9:00 am Mass
Barbara Goeller

12:10 pm Mass
Mary Ann Buckley
Reconciliation
follows 12:10 Mass

Sacrament of
Reconciliation
(Confession)
4-4:45 pm

Intentions: Victor Alfieri
Priest: Fr. Tony
Servers: S. Aponte, T. Thoben, B. K. Cabiri
Intentions: Estela Paulino de Fernandez
Priest: Fr. Romulo

Priest: Fr. Martin
12:15 pm...(Spanish/Chapel)........

For Christmas Eve Mass Schedule
please see

page 18 of this bulletin

Priest: Fr. Romulo
2:30 pm ...(Kreyol/Church)........
Priest: Fr. Nesly

Other Memorials for the Week

With the gift of candles we lovingly remember...
Calvano family from the Calvano family
With the gift of altar flowers we lovingly remember...
Anthony S. Calvano from the Calvano family
With the gift of bread and wine we lovingly remember...
Calvano family from the Calvano family

Please call the rectory
office to memorialize
candles, flowers, or
bread and wine for the
week in memory of a
loved one.
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Breaking Open the Word

Reflecting on next Sunday’s Gospel before you come to Mass can bring
so much more meaning to your experience of liturgy. Here’s the Gospel
for next Sunday. How does this Gospel touch your life?

Decenber 24th - Fourth Sunday of Advent
Luke 1:26-38
The angel Gabriel was sent from God
to a town of Galilee called Nazareth,
to a virgin betrothed to a man named Joseph,
of the house of David,
and the virgin's name was Mary.
And coming to her, he said,
"Hail, full of grace! The Lord is with you."
But she was greatly troubled at what was said
and pondered what sort of greeting this might be.
Then the angel said to her,
"Do not be afraid, Mary,
for you have found favor with God.

6

"Behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son,
and you shall name him Jesus.
He will be great and will be called Son of the Most High,
and the Lord God will give him the throne of David his father,
and he will rule over the house of Jacob forever,
and of his kingdom there will be no end."
But Mary said to the angel,
"How can this be,
since I have no relations with a man?"
And the angel said to her in reply,
"The Holy Spirit will come upon you,
and the power of the Most High will overshadow you.
Therefore the child to be born
will be called holy, the Son of God.
And behold, Elizabeth, your relative,
has also conceived a son in her old age,
and this is the sixth month for her who was called barren;
for nothing will be impossible for God."
Mary said, "Behold, I am the handmaid of the Lord.
May it be done to me according to your word."
Then the angel departed from her.

Gospel Reflection
Questions

• Do you think of yourself
as a dwelling place of God,
as a temple of the Holy
Spirit?
• Think of how God has
fulfilled promises to you in
unexpected or
unimagined ways.

• Think of a time when you
were expected to do something you thought would
be impossible.

Some Questions for
Families & Children

• Think of a time when
you felt afraid.

• Think of when someone
has cared for you or done
something for you before
you even asked them to.

Scripture texts are taken from the New
American Bible with Revised New
Testament and Revised Psalms ©1991,
1986,1970 Confraternity of Christian
Doctrine, Washington DC and used by
permission of the copyright owner. All
rights reserved.
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Sunday
Morning

Don’t shoot the messenger!

POST
Where will Masses,
Baptisms and Funerals
take place when our
Church is closed?

As you know, Saint Brigid's
Church will be closed for its
needed renovations from January
2nd through March 22nd with the
intent that we will open just
before Palm Sunday. So where
will all the celebrations that
normally take place in Church be
located?
Daily Masses (Monday through
Friday as well as Saturday
morning) will take place in Saint
Anthony's Hall.
Weekend Masses (Saturday
night through Sunday afternoon)
will take place in the school
chapel -- observing the same
Mass time schedule as presently
exists for our Church
celebrations.
Note: The Sunday Morning
Masses that otherwise take place
in the school chapel (9:15am,
10:45am and 12:15pm) will take
place in Code Auditorium in
order to make room for the
"Church Services" now moved to
the chapel (7am, 8:30am, 10am,
11:30am and 2:30pm).
Baptisms: Sunday Baptisms will
take place in the school chapel at
the usual time (1pm)
Funerals: Funeral Masses where
there is no casket (whether
memorial Masses or Masses with
ashes) will take place in Saint
Anthony's Hall.
Funeral Masses where there is a
casket will take place in one of
our neighboring parishes with
Saint Brigid personnel carrying
out all the ministerial functions in
that neighboring parish.

E-mail Father Tony: FatherTony@saintbrigid.net

We have all been in those uncomfortable situations where
we had to communicate some challenging piece of news to someone, and
we were met with anger because of what we had to say. We are quick to
respond, "Don't shoot the messenger. I'm only telling you what I was told
to say!" Admittedly, being a messenger is not always easy, especially if
the message is not well received.

In today's gospel, John the Baptist is being questioned by the Jewish
authorities about the ministry he is performing in the Jordan, calling
people to a baptism of repentance. He repeatedly tells the delegation from
headquarters (Jerusalem) that he is simply a voice in the wilderness. He
does not claim any authority of his own, as if he were one of Israel's greats
come back from the dead. No, he is just a voice, a messenger, calling
people to conversion.
The ministry of being just a voice, just a messenger, seems so simple -just deliver to others what you have been told to say. Yet messengers do
get shot. Well, in the case of John the Baptist, the price he had to pay for
his faithfulness to the message was being beheaded. Jesus, who Himself
claims that "I say nothing on my own but only what the Father has told
me," faced his own execution as the price he had to pay for being the
messenger of God. No, being a messenger is not easy.

Over the course of my years as a priest, I have often felt the inner
compulsion to speak out -- to cry out against what I perceive as injustice
in a country where immigrants are demonized as potential threats, where
the right to bear arms is inordinately and rigidly protected against other
rights, where the rights of the unborn are systematically ignored, where
the tedious process of peace negotiatons are supplanted by nationalistic
rhetoric, where the ecological concern of our shared earthly home is
dismissed as a "bad deal," where children are prematurely exposed to an
adult world long before they have the ability to discern what is true and
good. I think that I have good reasons not to speak out. I convince myself
that the pulpit is not the place for politics, and no one really listens to the
crusader. But, were I honest, I would have to admit that I don't want to be
the messenger -- messengers get shot.

My inordinate worry about how people will receive the message paralyzes
me from being the voice that God wants me to be. How will people hear
what I have to say? I have no control over that. Both John the Baptist and
Jesus (and all true prophets) surrender that concern to the work of the
Father. So, my fellow messengers, let us encourage each other to be "the
voice" as God so prompts us; let us be faithful to the Word implanted in
our hearts, speaking the truth with love.
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Upcoming Renovation of Saint Brigid
The placement of the tabernacle in the renovated Church

Since the time of the closing of the Second Vatican Council in 1965, many churches underwent
renovations to accommodate the principles of the revised liturgy envisioned in the Decree on the
Sacred Liturgy. Over the period of the next thirty-five years, renovated churches as well as newly
constructed churches were built “in the spirit of the council” without specific principles to guide
these changes.

In November, 2000, the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops issued guidelines entitled,
Built of Living Stones: Art, Architecture, and Worship. There we read: “The general law of the
Church provides norms concerning the tabernacle and the place for the reservation of the Eucharist
that express the importance Christians place on the presence of the Blessed Sacrament. The Code of
Canon Law (canon 938) directs that the Eucharist be reserved “in a part of the church that is
prominent, conspicuous, beautifully decorated and suitable for prayer."

Built of Living Stones sees that the seating of the Church be organized in such a way that the
faithful, in their full, conscious and active participation in the liturgy, are facing the place where the
word of God is proclaimed (ambo) and the sacrifice of the Lord is re-presented (the altar). Such is
the case in the seating in our Church. The document also states that “if the tabernacle is placed in a
chapel of reservation, that the chapel be conspicuous to all the faithful and that it should provide
kneelers and chairs for those who come to pray.” This last statement may create some discussion in
the current set-up of the side altar where the Blessed Sacrament currently exists. The side apse is
not really designed to be a chapel of reservation since the seats face the altar and not the tabernacle.
Those who enter the church and desire to spend time in adoration would find it difficult to sit or
kneel before the Blessed Sacrament.

Some might argue, “Let’s make the side apse a chapel of adoration where we can just take the
portable seats, have them face the tabernacle during the times of the day when Mass is not going
on, and then turn those seats to face the altar for Mass.” However, there is a theological principle
that is being violated in what otherwise might be a practical solution. Eucharistic worship/
adoration and the celebration of the Mass are two events that should flow one into the other.
Eucharistic worship apart from the liturgy gives us a deeper longing for what we will receive in the
liturgy and allows us to savor the One whom we have received. The architecture of the Church
ought to respect that seamless flow of adoration-liturgy-adoration so that one can sit anywhere in
the Church and be in Eucharistic worship. Similarly, one can sit anywhere in the Church and be
present to the action that is taking place on the altar.
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In a more recent document, Pope Benedict XVI (Sacramentum Caritatis, 2007) writes, “The place
where the Eucharistic species are reserved should be readily visible to everyone entering the
church. It is therefore necessary to take into account the building’s architecture. In new churches, it
is good to position the Blessed Sacrament Chapel close to the sanctuary; where this is not possible,
it is preferable to locate the tabernacle in the sanctuary, in a sufficiently elevated place, at the center
of the apse area, or in another place where it will be equally conspicuous.”
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Enjoy
Spanish
Charismatic
Group
Tuesdays
Chapel
7:30 pm
Healing
Mass
Every
third
Tuesday of
the month
7:30 pm
Chapel

Catholic
Charities
offers
services on
4th Wed.
of the
month.
Consultation
$30
Please
donate
food to
St. Brigid’s
Food
Pantry!
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Casa Mary Johanna
1-516-334-0021 Ext.362

- ¿Necesita una carta de la
iglesia para algún trámite legal.

Invitaciones

Comunidad
Hispana
de Santa
Brigida

Ministerio de Canto
- Misa sábados 7:00 p.m. Iglesia Post Ave. Ensayo Miércoles 4:30 p.m. Encargado
Omar Chirinos 1-516-997-9054. - Misa Domingos 10:45 am. Capilla de la Escuela. Encargados Ricardo Ossando 1.516.280.3316 y Caminando Con Jesus - Juana Rodriguez
- 516-589-5093

Llene el censo parroquial para Guillermo Román 1-516-334-7094
obtener esta carta. Censo
disponible en la oficina parro- Grupo de Oración Carismático invita a la reunión todos los martes, iniciando con el
quial.
Santo Rosario en la Capilla a las 7:30 pm.
- ¿Necesita un identificación de
Misa de Sanación y Exposición del Santísimo Sacramento Tercer martes del mes
la parroquia? Presentar un
7:30
pm en la Capilla.
documento de su país de origen.
- Misa Domingos 12:15 pm. Capilla de la Escuela. Ensayo Sábados 4 pm. Encargado

(Pasaporte, acta de nacimiento Avisos
ó tarjeta de elector). Se
Caridades Católicas ofrece Servicios de Inmigración
agradece una donación.
Oficina de Asistencia Social, Iglesia en Post Ave. El cuarto miércoles de cada mes a
partir de las 10:00 am. Atención en orden de llegada. $30 consulta.

Inscripciones Para Bautismos Psiquiatra Amalia Buendía Ofrece consulta gratis los días lunes de 5 a 8 p.m. SolaLlamar
inmediatamente a
Sra. María Piñeiro
(516-334-0021, X333)

mente con cita. Mas información 1.516.850.5109

Outreach. “The Attic” necesita:

O visitarla en la Oficina Parroquial - Ropa limpia y en buen estado de bebé y niño. 178 Post Ave. Thrift Shop
El Centro de Educación
Religiosa
Inscripciones para Catecismo y Primera Comunion
Para
mayores informes, favor
llamar al tel #334-0021 ext.
#355 (español).

Millie Lopez 516-455-3556.
“The Well” necesita voluntarios bilingües 1.516.334.0021 Ext.308 con
Joan
Hermanos Ayudémonos Unos A Otros
Necesidades en la Despensa de Comida. 516-334-0021 ext. 327 Ximena
Favor traiga comida no perecedera a la misa y depositela en la
canasta que esta disponible. Que Dios le bendiga por su
generosidad.
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Comunidad Hispana
de Santa Brigida

por el bautismo del Espíritu, que renueva la faz de la
Tercer Domingo De Adviento, Ciclo B.
“Voz De Esperanza Y De Liberación En El Desierto” tierra. La misión del Bautista y la de nuestras comunidades es ser testigos de Jesús que viene, aunque
Hoy tendríamos necesidad de un Juan Bautista. Tenemos este testimonio sea a menudo como una voz en el desierto. “Juan vino como testigo para hablar de la luz,
la impresión que el mundo es un desierto y se hace cada
para
que todos creyeran por medio medio de lo que
vez más un desierto: se lee un periódico, se escucha la
radio , y no se oye hablar sino de drogas, de violencia, de él decía. Juan no era la luz: era solamente un testigo
pornografía… o estamos en el fin del mundo, o debe darse enviado para hablar en favor de la luz. La luz verun renacimiento espiritual, un cambio radical en los hom- dadera, que alumbra a todos los hombres, estaba llegando al mundo”.
bres. Tal vez se requeriría un milagro…

Lo malo es que no se sabe de qué parte debe venir este milagro, porque en la Iglesia faltan santos y profetas, y
porque hay demasiados evangelizadores mediocres, y eso
desanima a muchos. Ser como Juan Bautista hoy significa
tener el valor de ser una voz en el desierto; en el desierto
del mundo, y también en el desierto de nuestras comunidades cristianas, que deben ser despertadas a su profetismo, como Juan.

El adviento, tiempo de conversion y esperanza, debería llevarnos a una revision de vida en nuestras comunidades; si
nos inquietan , como el Bautista, haciéndonos ver nuestra
responsabilidad y solidaridad en los males de la sociedad,
o si de hecho son un modo de evasión del desierto, para
darnos el consuelo de una religión marginada. No debemos dejar el desierto del mundo; no debemos dejar el desierto del mundo; no debemos hacernos como el desierto;
debemos ser una voz de esperanza y de liberación en el
desierto.

Juan Bautista no quiso identificarse con Jesús, aunque no
le era difícil hacerlo. Comprendía perfectamente cuál era
su misión: preparar la venida decisiva del Señor . solo Él
es capaz de transformar el desierto, y de hacer ese milagro

Que nuestro Adviento sea la esperanza y el compromiso en hacer que la luz illumine y transforme el desierto.

Cuando las multitudes corrían a la orilla del Jordán,
buscaban con afán al Mesías, al enviado de Dios.
“Eres Tú el Mesías?” la respuesta de Juan Bautista
subraya que no podemos contentarnos con signos superficiales si se quiere de verdad encontrar a Dios.
Todos los días experimentamos que Dios no es vidente en nuestra experiencia diaria. Tampoco se impone a nuestros ojos o a nuestros oídos… no obliga a
nadie a conocerlo. Dios es discreto y misterioso, es el
Dios oculto, invisible del que toda la Escritura ha
dado testimonio. Por eso hoy como en tiempos de
Juan Bautista, su voz nos urge a la atención “estén
atentos! Dios está presente en sus vidas”. Pero no en
las cosas perceptibles por los sentidos externos.
Nunca lo encontraremos al otro lado de un telescopio… ni de un microscopio… como si fuera un objeto de investigación.

Casa Mary Johanna
Ubicada anteriormente en el 275 Brook St., ahora en SchaeferCenter, 75 Post Ave. (al frente de la Iglesia
de piedra) (516) 334-0021 ext. 362. Ofrecemos los siguientes servicios: - Clases de inglés
- Ayuda a los niños con sus tareas escolares (en periodo lectivo).
- Tarjetas de identificación
Llamenos (516) 334-0021 ext. 362, (puede dejar mensaje) Coordinadora Sra. Yanira Chacón-López.
Lunes, Martes, Miercoles - 9:30 am to 1:00 pm. Viernes - 9:30 am to 3:00 pm
The Well
Despensa de Comida
Ubicada
en
la
75
Post
Ave. Westbury NY 11590.
Ubicada en el sotano de la rectoria de Santa Brígida
Horario
al
público:
(516)
334-0021 ext. 361
en Post Ave. Horario al público:
Lunes,
Martes
y Miércoles
Lunes 6 - 8 pm
10:30
am
12
pm
y 1 - 3 pm
Martes 10:30 am - 12 pm y 1 - 3 pm
Jueves
cerrado
Miércoles 10:30 am - 12 pm y 1 - 3 pm
Viernes 10:30 am - 12 pm y 1 - 3 pm
Jueves 10:30 am - 12 pm y 6 - 8 pm
Barbara Powell y Lupe Ramirez
Viernes 10:30 am - 12 pm y 1 - 3 pm
(516) 334-0021 ext. 327 - Ximena Aravena
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Comunità Italiana

Messa Dei Bambini
Domenica scorsa abbiamo assaporato la messa
italiana animata dai bambini e ragazzi del gruppo
di cultura italiana. Un’esperienza regalataci dal
gruppo con amore e devozione alla nostra
tradizione e cultura.
Il nostro ringraziamento ai genitori, alla
coordinatrice e alla societa’ di Durazzano che
insieme al comitato italiano si prodigano affinche’
questo gruppo continui a lavorare nel tempo e
possa ispirare altri ragazzi ad iscriversi.

Concorso Presepi
Seconda edizione Concorso Presepi a Saint Brigid:
Tre Categorie:
•
Bambini: fino a 12 anni
•
Teenagers: 13-19 anni
•
Adulti: 20 anni in poi
•
Consegna Presepe Realizzato Sabato 6
Gennaio Presso La Biblioteca Della Scuola Dalle
6:00 Alle 8:00 Di
Sera.
• Premazione: Domeinica 7 Gennaio Nella
Italiana Che Sará Svolta Nella Capella Della Scuola

• L’assegnazione del premio verra’ data in base alla:
•
- Creativitá
•
- Originalitá
•
- Materiale Usato
•
- Stile

Per l’iscrizione rivolgersi a Daniela Valle (516) 2970065 e Alfonso Sposito (516) 997-9467 che raccoglieranno Ie generalita’ del partecipante e
consegneranno la base su cui dovra’ essere realizzato
il presepe.
Divina Misericordia
Ieri, 16 dicembre, e’ cominciata la preghiera della
Novena della Divina Misericordia.
Possa questo Natale entrare nei cuori di ognuno di
noi per rinnovare la nascita di Gesu’.
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Per vedere le foto degli eventi organizzati dal Comitato Italiano o futuri eventi in programma,
consultate la pagina: Facebook: Italian Community of St. Brigid
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Kominote
Ayisyén

Third week of Advent B, 2017

Le Seigneur vient, réjouissons-nous car il est
proche.

La liturgie de ce troisième dimanche de l’Avent
nous invite à la joie. Cette joie nous dit Saint
Paul dans sa lettre aux Théssaloniciens n’est pas
superficielle. Elle s’enracine dans la certitude de
la présence de Dieu au plus profond de nos
existences. Elle ne se cherche pas. Elle se reçoit
avec le coeur. Elle est un don de Dieu, un don
fait à celui qui se croit et qui aime, qui s’ouvre
son coeur et soutient le frère dans le besoin.
Dans l’Evangile, Jean Baptiste résume l’attente
du peuple, prêche l’imminence de la
manifestation de Dieu, dans la condition
d’homme. Il insiste sur la préparation des coeurs
pour acceuillir le sauveur. Il annonce avec
conviction qu’il est là pour rendre témoignage à
celui qui est déjà là, au milieu de vous et qui doit
grandir. Il est seulement la voix qui annonce
celui qui est la vraie parole. Il est seulement la
lampe annoncant la vraie lumière. Il est envoyé
par Dieu, à l’image des prophètes, mais il n’est
pas le Messie. Il conclut son témoignage par une
belle proclamation d’humilité. Il souhaite
disparaitre, pour que celui qu’il annoncait puisse
grandir. Il est le témoin: celui qui n’existe que
par référence à un autre.
Demandons au Seigneur, de nous rendre humble

Haitian-American Apostolate

• Chak dimach, nou genyen lames an kreyol apati
2:30 pm lames an franse chak denye dimanch nan
mwa yo.

• Mè Ayisyenn yo ap fè reyinyon pou tout Timoum
yo chak Samedi depi 3 zè aprè midi pou rive 6 zè. Sè
Cecilia ap okipe tout Timoun ki gen laj 6zan pou rive
12zan. Sè Bruno ap okipe tout jen yo ki gen laj 12
zan pou rive 18 + zan.

Nou ankourage tout paran yo, pou yo mennen tout
timoun yo ak j`¡en yo nan bon jan fomasyon sa a ke
pawas la ofri yo gras a konpetans, renmen,
disponibilite ak bon volonte Mè nou yo. Pa bliye j`en
yo se yo ki lespwa nou, lespwa legliz la, espwa
sosyete a.
• N ap fè tout fanmyki nan kominote nou an konnen
ke genyen baptem chak twazyem samedi nan mwa a
apati lh nan aprè midi. Fok nou pa bliye sa: le n’ap
chwazi marenn ak parenn yo, fok yo se katolik, e fok
yo konn vi-n leglis. Pou tout enfomasyon nou
bezwen nan sans sa a rele, Sé cecilia nan nimero 516997-8727 or 516-333-8795.
• Chak samedi apati 7 h nan aswe nougenyen lapriyè
karimatik nan chapèl lekol St. Brigid La. Epi chak
dezyem samedi lapriyè a ap fèt nan legliz la, avek
exposisyon Sen Sakreman apati 8 h aswè. N ap tann
nou tout.
• Si nou bezwen enfomasyon sou perlerinaj yo ak
sou laprivè karismatik yo, nou ka rele Cari Estime
nan 516-770-3248.

• Moun ki gen pwojè Marye, Reprann Lakominyon ki
vle Konfime, se pou yo rele Se Bruno nan 516-3338795.
• Pa blive ranpli Census la, Napjwenn ti liv sa a nan
premye pati antre legliz la oubyen nan biwo a (Parish
Center). konsa, lè nou fi-n bay tout enfomasyon nou
dwe bay sou sa yo mande nou yo, se lè sa a yo
rekokonet nou kom yon manb ki nan pawas la.
• Chak 1er Samedi du mois, randez-vous a, se
Eastport à 2 h. pm.
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Fiscal End-of-Year Financial Report
Operating
Revenue
Collections
(weekly &
specials)1

Fiscal year Fiscal year
2017
2016
(this year) (last year)

$1,327,587 $1,359,434 ($31,847)

Fund
$39,653
Raising 2
Income from $501,940
Parish
Programs 3
Auxiliary
$571,625
Revenue4
Total
Operating
Revenue

change
(deficit)

$55,044

$428,663

$2,440,805

Overall Deficit

($15,391)
$73,277

$564,778

$6,847

$2,407,919

$32,886

This year
($53,700)

Last Year
($62,631)

Operating
Expenditures

Fiscal year Fiscal year
2017
2016
(this year) (last year)

change

Salaries and
Benefits5

$1,229,380 $1,229,211 $169

Subsidy to
Catholic School

$216,000

Ministry
Expenses6

Office
Expenditures7
Auxiliary
Expenditures8

Rectory
Household

Utilities &
Maintenance9

Total Operating
Expenditures

$310,076

$272,846

$37,230

$104,247

$125,724

($21,477)

$253,775
$20,170

$360,857

$216,000

$271,071
$21,582

$334,116

0

($17,296)
($1,412)
$26,741

$2,494,505 $2,470,550 $23,955

Notes:
1. Collections: Fiscal 2016-2017 had one fewer “Sunday collection” because Christmas fell on a Sunday. Also a possible
decrease in collection revenue due to ongoing capital campaign pledges that are being paid.
2. Fund Raising: In the previous fiscal year 2016, Father Tony did his special walk that raised over $15,000.
The summer raffle showed a decline. However that decline was offset by an additional 50/50 Raffle that
we introduced.
3. Income from Parish Programs: Various ministry programs had increased income at the end of the year which ultimately
was expensed to fund their programs
4. Auxiliary Revenue:
Offerings for weddings & funerals, votive shrines, poor box, Bulletin commission, interest and
dividend income, rental income and special donations and bequests.
5. Salary & Benefits:
Includes all clergy and parish employees engaged in administration and parish programs. For this
fiscal year, there actually is a reduction of salaries over the previous year. That reduction in
salaries is not reflected in the “total” shown because of employee severance packages that were
paid out during this current fiscal year.
6. Ministry Expenses:
Direct expenses incurred by parish programs not including the salaries and benefits received by
those running these programs. Some of these expenses are offset by the income which is
generated by the program itself (see note #3 above)
7. Office Expenditures: Postage, printing, telephone, office supplies, accounting and other contracted services.
8. Auxiliary Expenditures: Diocesan Assessment, liturgical expenses, stipends, etc.
9. Utilities and Maintenance:
Ordinary repairs, heat, electric, water, building costs, rental costs &
insurance on buildings and snow removal.
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Our end of year fiscal report is meant to give us a snapshot at this time concerning the day-to-day
operational costs of the parish. Not included in this snapshot are items that are considered
“extraordinary.” For example, each year, the parish receives a disbursement from the “Millennium Fund.”
That extraordinary income is used directly for extraordinary capital improvements. In this past fiscal year,
that disbursement allowed us to attend to work on outdoor lighting in the Church as well as the rear of Saint
Anthony’s and the Parish Center, to fix doors in the school, attend to gutter and roof repairs in the Church,
the parish center and the rectory, and new tables for Saint Anthony’s Hall. Also, this financial report does
not include the extraordinary income that came to us through the Centennial Capital Campaign or the
projects that were paid for by that campaign.

As always, please feel free to contact Father Tony if you have any questions or concerns about our finances.
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Outreach

Thank you, on behalf of our volunteers and the
people God privileges us to serve, for adopting one
of our St. Brigid’s Angels. May this angel inspire
you to a generous act of
giving, be with you as you
pray, and assist you to
beautifully prepare for the
birth of our
Savior. Our angels represent the diversity of the
people we serve at Parish
Outreach: many are
children (some as young as
newborn), some are
teenagers and some are
grandmothers, raising
young children all over again. Some are the elderly, living on small fixed incomes, and some are
homebound, living with infirmities. All of our angels are in need of our prayers, our loving thoughts
and a sign - a Christmas gift - that we, St. Brigid’s
family, care about them this Christmas.

DRIVERS! DRIVERS! DRIVERS
Drivers are needed to drive our St. Brigid families
home on Tuesday, December 19th (1:00 to 4:00
pm; 6:00 to 8:00 pm) and Wedneday, December
20th (1:00 to 5:00 pm).
We are always so grateful for the volunteers who
drive our families home!

PLEASE! PLEASE! PLEASE!
We hope to offer a ham to each of our Outreach
families at Christmas, as many are in need of your
generosity, your help and your loving thoughts
and prayers. Please call Ximena Aravena, Food
Pantry Director, if you can help at 516-334-0021,
ext. 327, or Joan at ext. 308
May your Advent be a time of peace-filled
preparation filled with the bright hope and
promise of the Christ child’s coming!

ANGEL GIFTS DUE TODAY!
Please, please return your Angel Gifts NOW, as 100
Angel
atGifts
the are still missing!

at the

Return your gift to the Schaefer Parish Center, St.
Brigid Chapel or the Church trancept! God Bless!

Thank you always for your generous hearts and
spirit-filled giving. We at Outreach hold you in
tender thought and prayer.
Always,
™
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Joan

101 Maple Avenue, Westbury NY 11590

(516)333-0580
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Ministry to Catholics of African Ancestry
St. Brigid’s Ministry to Catholics of African Ancestry

Last week we introduced you to several notable African American Catholics and other people of distinction in the African American Catholic community. As promised here is the first of the series of informational descriptions of these people and their achievements.

Bernard Quinn was born in Newark on January 15, 1888 on the same day that Pope Leo XIII canonized Peter Claver. St Peter Claver has been called the patron saint of African Americans because of
his companionate belief in the souls of the slaves. Monsignor Quinn, who died in 1940 at age 52,
championed racial equality at a time when discrimination against blacks was ever present in America,
even inside the Catholic Church, Monsignor Quinn encountered sharp resistance when he proposed
ministering to Brooklyn’s growing population of blacks, many of them fleeing the Jim Crow South or
migrating from the poor Caribbean countries.

Msgr. Quinn once said “It seems to me that no church can
exclude anyone and still keep its Christian ideals… The
Constitution guarantees the freedom of religion and this,
plus the fact that church property is tax exempt, ought to
mean that anyone can go anyplace to worship.”

The United States became involved in WWI and Fr Quinn volunteered to go and minister to the
wounded. Upon his return from France, Fr. Quinn was granted permission to begin his apostolate to
black Catholics. In 1922, Fr. Bernard Quinn bought what was formerly a protestant church. On February 26, 1922 the building was blessed and dedicated to St. Peter Claver. Not satisfied with this major
success, Fr Quinn would later go on to found Little Flower Children Services, to care for the increasing number of black children orphaned as a result of the Great Depression. Situated in Wading River,
Long Island, Fr. Quinn and his collaborators heroically opposed the Ku Klux Klan who in two separate attacks had burned the orphanage to the ground.

On Thursday, June 24, 2010 at the Church of St. Peter Claver, Brooklyn Bishop Nicholas DiMarzio
officially open the Canonical inquiry into the Cause of Canonization of Msgr. Bernard J. Quinn.
Quinn is now a Servant of God on his way to sainthood. Bishop Nicholas DiMarzio, reflecting on the
occasion, remarked “Almighty God blessed the Diocese of Brooklyn by sending Father Quinn to minthe us. That ministry did not end upon his death but has continued to grow and take root in
isteratamong
theand souls of the faithful and clergy of this church in New York, which has continually mintheat
hearts
istered to the poor and oppressed. I am delighted to be given the privilege to preside at the opening of
the cause of Canonization for this priest who was a courageous and tireless proponent of the equality
of all people.”

The 76th anniversary Mass commemorating the death of Servant of God Msgr. Bernard J. Quinn was
celebrated Saturday, April 2, 2016 at 1 p.m. at St. Brigid’s Church, Westbury. Following the Mass,
participants visited the gravesite of Msgr. Quinn that is in Holy Rood Cemetery, adjacent to our
church.
101 Maple Avenue, Westbury NY 11590

(516)333-0580

www.stbolh.org
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Christmas Schedule 2017
Day of Reconciliation Monday, December 18th (Revised Schedule)

3:00 pm - 5:00pm - Fr. Martin (E), Fr. Tony (E, I)
4:00 pm - 9:00pm - Fr. Nesly (E, K) Fr. Romulo (S)
5:00 pm - 6:00 pm - Fr. Tony (E, I)
6:00 pm - 7:00 pm - Fr. Martin (E)
7:00 pm - 9:00 pm - All the priests will be available for confessions in English, Spanish, Kreyol and
Italian.

Christmas Eve - Sunday, December 24th

[Note: Sunday Masses, in fulfillment of the Fourth Sunday of Advent, take place at usual Sunday
times: 7am(E), 8:30am(I), 9:15am(E), 10am(E), 10:45am(S), 11:30am(E), 12:15pm(S) and 1pm (K)]
Evening Masses in celebration of Christmas
4:00 pm - (English) - Church (Fr. Tony)
5:00 pm - (English) - Chapel (Fr. Rony)
6:00 pm - (English) - Church (Fr. Martin)
8:00 pm - (Spanish) - Chapel (Fr. Romulo)

Midnight Mass
12 Midnight - (English) - Church (Fr. Tony)
12 Midnight - (English) - Chapel (Fr. Rony)
12 Midnight - (Kreyol) - Code Auditorium (Fr. Nesly)

Christmas Day - Monday, December 25th
7:00 am - (English) - Church
8:30 am - (Italian) - Church
9:15 am - (English) - Chapel
10:00 am - (English) - Church
10:45 am - (Spanish) - Chapel
11:30 am - (English) - Church
1:30 pm - (Kreyol) - Church
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Feast of the Solemnity of Mary Mother of God,
Monday January 1st
9:00 am Mass - Church
11:00 am Multi-lingual Concelebrated Mass
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Opportunities for Giving

What are some
ways ways to
Memorialize
Loved Ones at
St. Brigid?

People often ask the
Parish Office this question. As it turns out, there
are many ways at St.
Brigid to remember
someone who has passed.
For example, there is:

Bread and Wine, Candles and Flowers
In the bulletin each week, we announce memorials
for someone whose family or friends provided for
the bread and wine, the candles and candle oil, and
the flowers used at our daily and
weekly Masses. Recommended
donation is $50.

Mass Intention Very often, people
come to the Parish Center when
someone dies to ask for a Mass for
the deceased to be celebrated. There are “announced” Masses and unannounced Masses, depending upon choice. The donation for announced
Masses is $20; for an unannounced Mass: $5.

Padre Pio Shrine Plaque or Brick
This beautiful shrine maintained by the Padre Pio
Group provides two ways to memorialize someone. Bricks and plaques adorn the shrine with the
name of the loved one. Suggested donations vary,
based upon size. Information is available at the
Parish Center.

Liturgical Memorial Fund
People often desire to donate vestments
or chalices or other liturgical items in
memory of a loved one. There is a
special fund set up for this purpose.
If this is something that interests you,
please contact the Parish Center.

Remembering those who have gone
before us is one way Christians celebrate our
belief in the Communion of Saints. For more
information on ways to do this at St. Brigid, please
call Rob C. at 516-334-0021 x336.
101 Maple Avenue, Westbury NY 11590

(516)333-0580

Remembering Our Parish...

Want a great way to remember
St. Brigid’s Church?
You can, by naming St. Brigid directly in
your will or living trust. A gift to us in your
will or trust affirms your everlasting commitment to the Parish’s life and works.
You can instruct your attorney to use this
wording:
I hereby give, devise and bequeath to St.
Brigid R.C. Church, with offices at 75 Post
Ave., Westbury, NY 11590, the sum of
$________ to be used for its most urgent
needs.
As an alternative, you can make a gift of
what remains in your estate or living trust after
all other bequests and expenses have been paid:
I hereby give, devise and bequeath to St.
Brigid R.C. Church, with offices at 75 Post
Ave., Westbury, NY 11590, all the rest, residue
and remainder of my estate (trust) to be used
for its most urgent needs.
For more info about
remembering Saint
Brigid in your will or
living trust, contact Rob
C @ 516-334-0021 ext.
336.

St. Brigid Parish would not be
able to provide its many ministries and services without
your support.

Thank You

To all those who support mission of Jesus here in the
Parish!

www.stbolh.org
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Noteworthy Happenings
Perpetual Adoration Chapel opens Sunday,
December 3rd, the First Sunday of Advent at 3:00
pm at St. Cahteirne of Sienna R.C. Church. The
parish is pleased that a vision of adoring Christ
perpetually, showing Him love and sharing time
with Him in prayer is finally a reality. After
several months of work and securing of Adorers,
the door to our SCS Perpetual Adoration Chapel
Worldwide Marriage Encounter “Your ways, O
(entrance located on Lutz Street, Franklin Square)
LORD, make known to me; teach me your paths.”
Explore the paths with your spouse by attending a will open for Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament
Worldwide Marriage Encounter Weekend. The next 24 hours each day, seven days a week. If you are
Weekend is Feb 9-11, 2018 in Huntington, NY. For interested in becoming a Regular Adorer, call SCS
more information, call John & Toni Torio at 718Parish Office at 516-352-0146 or email us at
344-3700 or visit them at www.wwmeli.org.
parishoffice@stcatherineofsienna.org.
Holy Trinity Diocesan High School Spring Driver Pray in the real presence of Christ. Join us in
Education begins on February 1st. There are still adoring Him!
openings available in classes before and after
school and on Saturdays. The application and
Catholic Cruise Eastern Caribbean come sail away
schedule are available at holytrinityhs.org (click on on a 7 night Eastern Caribbean with Father Ronald
STUDENT LIFE). If you have any questions
Calhoun, December 20-27, 2017 on Holland
please call (516) 433 – 2900 or email us at drivered@holytrinityhs.org. We’ll be happy to help America’s Koningsdam out of Ft. Lauderdale (Port
you work out a schedule that is best for your son or Everglades), Florida. Ports of Call: Grand Turk
daughter.
Island, Turks & Caicos; San Juan, Puerto Rico;
Charlotte Amali, St. Thomas, U.S.V.I.; Half Moon
Camp Fatima for boys and Camp Bernadette for
Cay, Bahamas (Cruiseline Private Island).
girls are now accepting registrations for the 2018
summer season. The caqmps, located in the Lakes Prices begin at $3158.00 for 2 passengers which
Region of NH, offer 2-week overnight sessions for includes all port fees and taxes. Daily Mass
children, ages 6-15. Round trip bus transportation offered. Deposits of only $350 per person will
is available out of Long island. For more
reserve your cabin. Space is limited. For further
information or to request a barochure, contact
information or to register, contact Doug or Eileen
Brendan Stackhouse at 603-364-5851 or email
brendan@bfcamp.com, or visit and register online at 860-399-1785 or email:
Doug@CatholicCruisesandTours.com.
at www.bfcamp.com. Please don’t wait as
sessions fill up quickly.
NYU Winthrop bereavement Support is
introducng a Perinatal Support Group for anyone
who has lost a child. “Death leaves a heartache no
one can heal, love leaves a memory no one can
steal”. Meeting weekly for six sessions from 6:00
pm to 7:30 pm in the NYU Winthrop Research and
Academic Center, Room G22, 101 Mineola Blvd.
Register at 516-663-4749.

This Week’s Collection
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The Weekend collection: 12/9 & 12/10 - $15,373
Immaculate Conception Collection: 12/8 & 12/9 - $3,850
Average Automated Giving Each Week: $3,317
Many thanks to all who share their financial
resources for the mission of Jesus here at St.
Brigid!

Super Bonanza Winners

12/10
12/11
12/12
12/13
12/14
12/15
12/16

Elaine Deveney
Larry Beck
Charles Franza
Fred Gratta
Daniela Ramirez
Libuse Kral
Grace Cooper

$30
$30
$30
$30
$30
$30
$30
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