A PICTORIAL HISTORY OF ST.
BRIGID’S PARISH

Complied by Alfred Peck
ST. BRIGID’S CHURCH 75 Post Avenue, Westbury, NY 11590
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1. Fr. James O’Donnell, O.S.A.—said the first
Mass in what was to become St. Brigid’s at
Bernard Powers’ home in about 1840. Father
O’Donnell was an Augustinian priest who “rode
the circuit” to say Mass at homes in Queens and
Suffolk during the late 1830’s and early 1840’s. Fr.
O’Donnell established St. Monica’s in Jamaica in 1841. This was the
church most people from Westbury attended during that period. Father
O’Donnell went by horseback to the home of Bernard Powers around
1840 to say Mass. Barney Powers’ home was in what is today Uniondale
and at the time called East Hempstead. Reportedly there were four adults
and three children at the Mass. There are conflicting renditions of the
first Mass, but since Barney Powers was one of the three people who
started St. Brigid’s, it is considered the first Mass for St. Brigid’s.

2. Transportation in the 18th Century—These pictures are in the Nassau
County Archives. They were taken in the late 18th century in Westbury.
The modes of transportation did not change much during the 18th

2

century. This is how you might expect people to cross the Hempstead
Plain during that time.

3. 1880 Picture of the first St. Brigid’s Church

The picture of the first St. Brigid’s was taken by George Bradford
Brainerd in the early 1880s. He was born November 27, 1845, in
Haddam Neck, Connecticut, and died in 1887 at age 42. George
Brainerd was a civil engineer, and an amateur photographer and natural
historian. He traveled around Long Island taking photos of important
buildings. He began by making his own cameras at age 13 and
developing ambrotypes from them. The original glass plates are in the
Brooklyn Museum.

Close-Up of First Church
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A farmhouse and surrounding land was purchased in 1851 from the
Quaker Family of John Titus. James O’Hare, Bernard Powers, and
Thomas McCormick raised the money for the purchase. The
farmhouse was renovated to become the first St. Brigid’s. It was
dedicated by Bishop Loughlin in 1856. (St. Brigid’s is the first Roman
Catholic church built in what was to become Nassau County. The
County was formed in 1897).
To find the site of the original St. Brigid’s go to the entrance to Holy
Rood Cemetery on Post Ave. (on the north side of the church). Go
through the gate and walk up the road until the road bends to the right.
That is the approximate location of the first church. Looking at the
Brainerd picture you can see grave markers that are still there today.
This section of Holy Rood is called the St. Brigid’s Section.

Close-Up of First Church Monument

Close-Up of First Church Obelisk
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4. Bishop John Loughlin—first Bishop of the
Diocese of Brooklyn. On June 19, 1853,
Loughlin was appointed the first Bishop of
the newly erected Diocese of Brooklyn by
Pope Pius IX. During his 38-year-long
tenure, he erected 125 churches and chapels,
93 parochial schools, 2 colleges, 10
orphanages, 5 hospitals, 2 homes for the
aged, a home for destitute boys, and a
seminary. He dedicated St. Brigid’s of Ireland in 1856. The Catholic
population of the diocese also increased from about 15,000 to nearly
400,000. In 1861, he expressed his support for the Union during the
Civil War. He attended the Plenary Councils of Baltimore (1852, 1866,
1884) as well as the First Vatican Council (1869–1870) in Rome, where
he was named an Assistant at the Pontifical Throne. Loughlin died at his
residence in Brooklyn, aged 74.

5. Rev. Thomas F. McGronen—born in Brooklyn on
November 1, 1860; ordained at SMB on December 19,
1885; pastor of St. Brigid’s from 1893 to 1895; died October 5, 1914.
He worked to raise funds and donations from parishes in Brooklyn and
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laid the cornerstone for the second church on November 4, 1894. He had
the first Rectory built in 1893.

6. First Rectory—No rectory was needed until
1892 because there was no resident pastor. The
construction of the first rectory began in the
spring of 1893 and was ready for occupancy by
winter. The following year a stable and windmill
were added. The new rectory was located on the
corner of Post Avenue and Old Country Road. In 1916, the rectory
burned and could not be used. Among the papers that were burned were
all the records for St. Brigid’s Cemetery. Holy Rood took over the
Cemetery in 1930; they do not have records of burial before 1916.

7. Second Church—On November 4, 1894,
the cornerstone was laid for the foundation
of a new and larger church. Bishop Charles
E. McDonnell presided over the ceremony.
The second St. Brigid’s was located
immediately north of the present-day church. If you go into Holy Rood
Cemetery and walk immediately north of the church, you will see an
area of approximately forty feet by eighty-nine feet. There is no grave
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stone earlier than 1915. If you look directly across the street you will see
St. Anthony’s Hall.

The church was described as “Gothic style”. You can decide for yourself
if that is an accurate description. St. Anthony Hall was the second
church.

The church was moved across
Post Avenue in 1915 to make
way for the third church. There
are people alive today that were
children when the second church
was moved. They remember the
horses and men that labored for
about a week. Post Avenue was
blocked off for the entire time. There are even accounts of Mass being
held in the church while it sat on Post Avenue. After the move, the
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former church was made into an eight-room school. In 1918, the School
Sisters of Notre Dame arrived to staff the school.
8. First St. Brigid’s School—The second church
was moved from the east side of Post Avenue to the
west side where it stands now as St. Anthony’s
Hall. There is a legend that while it as being
moved, it was in the middle of Post Avenue when
Sunday came. Mass was held in the building
because the church was not finished. The school was retrofitted with
eight classrooms and finished in 1918. The School Sisters of Notre
Dame came to the new school in 1918 and began their first classes.
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9. Second School—The new St.
Brigid’s School was built on property
purchased from the Hicks family on
Maple Avenue in 1947. The property
was purchased by Fr. Sullivan, and the
school was built in 1955. It was not
large enough for the growing population of Catholic school children, so
the old school was maintained for an additional 10 years until Fr. Code
built an extension in 1965. At the time of the extension there were 1,600
children in the school.

10. Rev. Dr. William McGinnis D.D—born in
Brooklyn on December 28; ordained at North
American College, Rome, Italy on July 25, 1891;
Pastor of St. Brigid’s from 1904 -1922; died May 16,
1932. McGinnis and his parents are buried outside the
north triptych window which bears his parents’ name.

President of the International Catholic Truth Society. Westbury Public
School Board President 1905 – 1922. Oversaw the Parish Hall and
Public Library 1909 erection—complete with a bowling alley. Built the
third church in 1916. Moved the second church and renovated and
opened St. Brigid’s Catholic School in 1918. He obtained the assistance
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of the Sisters of Notre Dame to conduct the school in 1918. Had the
plans developed for the rectory and convent. Rented a private home as a
convent. Opened the Parish Hall to be used by soldiers in World War I
from 1916 to 1918. Established the first Boy Scout Troop in Westbury,
inaugurated the Westbury Carnival, and had the first telephone number
(21).

11. Bowling Alley in Parish
Hall—Ten pin hand set bowling
alley was used by all of Westbury.

12. Parish Hall Cornerstone—The
cornerstone of the “Parish Hall and
Library” that was laid in 1906 is
located on the stone wall between the
church and rectory (in the approximate location of the Hall). The
building stood until 1976 when it was destroyed by fire.
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13. The third St. Brigid’s Church, which we
see today, was built between 1915 and
1916 and dedicated in the spring of 1916.
Fr. McGinnis went back to the builders of
the second church (Thomas F. Kelly of
Floral Park) to construct the third church. The third St. Brigid’s was
influenced by 12th Century Romanesque/Norman buildings, and was
designed by F. Burrall Hoffman. The Church was built from the bedrock
being removed from Manhattan as the subways were being dug. The
stained-glass windows were designed and created by Charles Connick
and Henry Wynd Young. Young also decorated the inside of the church.

Fr. McGinnis Dedicates the Third Church

Arial Photo of Third Church, 1920
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Arial Photo of Third Church, 1925

14. Francis Burrall Hoffman (also known as
F. Burrall Hoffman. March 6, 1882 –
November 27, 1980) was an American-born
architect and designer of churches and great
mansions, many of which still stand in the
Hamptons, NYC, and Florida. He is best
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known for his work with James Deering’s Villa Vizcaya in Miami,
Florida.

15. Charles Jay Connick (1875–1945) was a
prominent American painter, muralist, and
designer best known for his work in stainedglass in the Gothic Revival style. Born in
Springboro, Pennsylvania, Connick
eventually settled in the Boston area, where
he opened his studio in 1913. Connick’s work
is contained in many preeminent churches and chapels, including
Boston, Chicago, Detroit, New York City, Pittsburgh, San Francisco,
Seattle, and Washington, D.C. He also authored the book Adventures in
Light and Color in 1937. Connick’s studio continued to operate after his
death, and it remained a leading producer of stained glass until 1986. He
created the stained-glass windows on the south side of St. Brigid’s
Church.

16. Henry Wynd Young (1874-1923) was a
prominent stained-glass artist and painter. His
stained-glass used the Medieval Revival style.
Born in Bannockburn, Scotland, Young was
living in Aberdeen by 1881, and attended
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evening classes at Gray’s School of Art located there (circa 1889-1896).
He immigrated to New York in 1907, followed by his wife Bessie and
his son Walter in 1908. Young’s work is contained in many preeminent
churches, chapels, private homes, and businesses. His work can be found
in Boston, Detroit, New York City, Long Island, Pittsburgh, West
Virginia, New Jersey, Rhode Island, and Washington, D.C. He is also
the subject of the book, The Art of Stained Glass: A Note on the Work of
Henry Wynd Young, by Walter F. Wheeler. Young continued to work
until his untimely death in 1923. His wife and son continued his work
until the late 1930s. He worked on the widows on the north side, east
side, and sanctuary of the church. He also decorated the ceilings, altar,
and red cross.

17. Monsignor Thomas Code—born
in Brooklyn on December 29, 1899;
completed his theological studies and
was ordained at Saint John’s
Seminary on October 18, 1926;
pastor of St. Brigid’s from 1954 to
1975; died 1978. He liquidated the
debt from the chapel and the school.
He led a major interior renovation of
the church for the centennial year of
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the parish. Built an extension at the school (to accommodate 600 more
students), a library, and a gym. Built a modern convent for the school
sisters next to the school. He is buried in Holy Rood. Coined the phrase
the “Diocese of Westbury” when he was first pastor, referring to the size
and complexity of the parish

18. Rev. Fredrick F. Schaefer—born on May 26,
1928 in Queens; ordained June 6, 1953 by the
Fathers of Mercy; became a priest in the Diocese of
Rockville Centre in April 1958; pastor of St.
Brigid’s 1975 to 1989; died August 20, 1996. He is
buried in Holy Rood Cemetery. He sent and paid for
16 lay people to receive their Master’s Degree in Theology. The first 4
Permanent Deacons were ordained and worked in the Church. He
embraced the growing Spanish population. In 1985, he led a major
renovation the of the church under Vatican II rubrics. He opened the
Parish Outreach Center in New Cassel.
19. Present Rectory –After the first rectory
burned down, the priests lived in the Parish
Hall until the second rectory was completed in
1920. F. Burrall Hoffman designed the second
rectory. The building has been used
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continuously as the St. Brigid’s Rectory since its construction.

Present-Day Photo of the Rectory

20. First Convent—the Convent was
completed around 1920 for the School
Sisters of Notre Dame. They lived in a
rented house prior to the convent being
built. The convent is the present Fr.
Schaefer Center. A new convent was built
in 1965, and the School Sisters moved to
Maple Avenue. The old convent was used by Catholic Charities for
several years, became the Schaefer Center (which brought the
administration of the parish out of the rectory basement), and is
presently being used as the Center for Outreach.
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21. Rev. Loksley A. Appo—born May 23, 1876
in Hartford, Connecticut; completed his
theological studies and was ordained at the North
American College in Rome, Italy on May 26,
1907 (for the Diocese of Brooklyn); pastor of St.
Brigid’s from 1935 to 1943; died November 4,
1943. He rented a storefront in 1938 on
Westbury Avenue to accommodate the growing Catholic population of
Carle Place; it eventually evolved into Our Lady of Hope Parish. He is
buried behind St. Brigid’s in Holy Rood Cemetery.

22. Rev. James A. Sullivan, Ph.D.—born in
Brooklyn on October 4, 1892; completed his
theological studies at St. John’s Seminary and the
Irish College, Spain; ordained in Brooklyn on
November 11, 1917; pastor of St. Brigid’s from
1944-1954; died August 23, 1965. He purchased
the land for the new school from the Hicks
Corporation, as well as the land for the Carle
Place Chapel from various people in 1947. Did door-to-door fundraising
for the school and chapel building fund. Started the construction of the
new school and Carle Place Chapel.
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23. New St. Brigid’s School—Fr.
Sullivan purchased the land, had
the design drawn up, and started
construction of the new school.
This was after the Second World
War when the suburbs, including
Westbury and Carle Place, were booming with new construction—and
thus new families.
24. St. Brigid’s Chapel (Carle
Place)—The chapel started in 1938
as a storefront. It was completed
and dedicated in 1955 on the same
day as the new school.

25. Fr. Thomas Code at Mass. Father Code
oversaw the greatest expansion of St.
Brigid’s since Fr. McGinnis in 1916.
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26. School expansion—Fr. Code,
responding to the demand for
Catholic education, added a gym,
library and classrooms to the
school. The gym bears his name.

27. New Convent—As part of the
school expansion, Fr. Code built a
new convent behind the school to
accommodate the increase of
School Sisters of Notre Dame.

28. First major renovation—As part
of the 100th anniversary of the
dedication of the first church, the
first major renovation of the third
church took place. The church was
40 years old, and the taste of the
people had changed over that time.
Fr. Code had the church designed
in a more opulent way then the
simple style of the Normans.
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29. Fr. Frederick Schaefer was a man
of the people; he was as comfortable
behind a stove as he was at the altar.
There were many parish parties while
he was pastor, and he was in the
middle of all of them. In this picture,
he is shown after baking 70 of his famous cheesecakes for a party for
volunteers.

30. 1985 Renovations—The
second major renovation of the
third church came almost 30 years
after the first. The Vatican II view
of the church encouraged
simplification of the decorations
and thus brought St. Brigid’s back
to its Norman roots. The church
was now 80 years old and
required many structural repairs
as well as cosmetic changes.
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31. Msgr. Francis X. Gaeta—Pastor of St. Brigid’s
from 1989—2001.

32. From Holy Hour to Happy Hour—Father
Frank wrote five books while at St. Brigid’s.
The other four were With You Always, What
He Did for Love, The Great Fifty Days, and
Come Celebrate Jesus. The proceeds of his
books went to the parish.

33. Parish! —Robert Keeler, the religion
editor of Newsday, wrote a series of 9 articles
about St. Brigid’s entitled “The Story of a
Vibrant Catholic Community.” His work won
the Pulitzer Prize in 1996. The articles were
later put into a book entitled Parish!
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34. Fr. Ralph Sommer—Pastor of St. Brigid’s
from 2001—2013.

35. Fr. Anthony Stanganelli—Pastor of St. Brigid’s
from 2013—

36. At the end of 2015, Fr. Tony
embarked on a 55-mile pilgrimage
marking the Year of Mercy,
stopping at many churches on
Long Island and New York City.

